Dear Pacific Seed Association,
Welcome to our 2nd newsletter of 2017! As you
can see from the accompanying reports, I have
reinstituted the crop reports by seed commodity.
I want to thank all the people who have agreed to
write a report for this newsletter. I have also asked
these volunteers to do a 5-10 minute presentation at
the annual convention in February. The strength of
this organization is the involvement of people from
seed companies and seed support companies. You
are experts in the seed business and have many years
of experience in the seed business. The input and
time that members put into the organization is very
much appreciated and makes the Pacific Seed
Association a stronger organization.

of the beautiful weather and since it is easy to travel
to. We are finalizing a great slate of speakers and an
agenda for business meetings and entertainment.
Along with meetings, meals, and entertainment,
Mike Ingham will be conducting a Calcutta
Monday evening. We will also have our annual golf
tournament on Tuesday afternoon. Roger Batt will
be getting out the registration forms shortly and also
sponsorship opportunities. I look forward to seeing
everybody for a great time in sunny San Diego!!

I invite you to the 92nd Annual PSA Convention from
February 12-14, 2018, in San Diego, California. It will
be at the Omni Hotel in downtown San Diego in a very
lively area with many things to do, all within walking
distance. I purposefully chose San Diego because
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European Seed Association Congress Report

Riga, Latvia | October 8-10, 2017

The ESA meeting was well attended this year, despite
being in a place that was somewhat difficult to get to.
In addition to the handful of Americans that attended
the meeting, there were several South American
companies this year, as well as a few Australians
and New Zealanders.

Orchardgrass, which is usually offered at significant
levels at the ESA, was not being offered. This, most
likely, means USA prices will remain high. Demand in
South America seems consistent with demand last
year. This should indicate that the orchardgrass
market remains at current levels.

Trading was very light at the congress. USA annual
ryegrass continues to be .03-.07/lb. more than seed
from South America. European companies are
covering each other at a level slightly below USA
annual levels.

USA companies appear to have moved more
production overseas than in previous years, but
the overall harvest in Europe seemed down. If next
year’s harvest is good to strong, we may see USA
companies supply some International markets from
EU production instead of Oregon.

Forage perennial from Europe and Nui are still
available at CIF USA levels below Oregon Grass
Seed Bargaining Association price. However, the
EU and NZ growers who needed cash the most seem
fine now, and EU and NZ dealers are not offering seed
at last year’s levels, which could mean the USA
dealers will not have to sell at losses this season.

Sam Cable, Pure Seed

western cover crops

dry bean report

The number of discussions over cover crops
continues to increase immensely over last year as
growers are learning first-hand the many benefits
that cover crops provide. There are numerous
components and species that are used in cover
crop mixes, and what the growers use is generally
determined by ranking a list of goals that they wish
to accomplish by using them. There are many
legumes, grasses, and broadleaves, especially
brassica types that are used in many mixes.

Planting conditions were very good, starting about
a week earlier than average. Insect pressure was
especially high and early, particularly the mites.
White mold pressure was high and closely monitored.

From the southwest to the northwest, cover crop
discussions revolve around: improving soil health;
reducing erosion, weed seeds, and nematodes;
building fertility levels using nitrogen-fixing legumes;
and implementing other components that are
excellent at (re)cycling nutrients and minimizing
nitrogen leaching. Improving bee health and
offering a habitat bees and other beneficial insects
is another way that growers are capitalizing on the
use of cover crops in their operations.

Currently, the area is about 75% complete with
harvest. We are experiencing occasional rain delays.
Our first frost started the last week of September and
continued the first week of October. This is about 45
days earlier than last year. This will reduce quality for
the remain harvested crops. Yields are good for most
classes; however, black beans are lower than average.
September temperatures were 4-12 degrees below
normal. Crops matured and dried quicker than last
year. We will watch the weather for our opportunity
to finish harvest and assess quality issues.
Gina Lohnes, Trinidad Benham Corporation

turf grass crop report
Most of the turf seed crops in Washington,
Idaho, and Oregon were disappointing, with a few
exceptions. Yields were slightly below last year’s
yields, and last year was considered a below-average
year. All concerns about overproduction leading into
harvest were quickly changed to concerns about
shortages once the combines hit the fields.

carrot seed report
The seed to seed crop, in general, came through
the winter in good shape with good snow cover
protecting the plants. The steckling crop was
transplanted on time with good development.
Flowering time was normal this year; last year was
early. Pollination was good in general. Summer heat
spikes did hurt the crop affecting yields, but germs
look good. Lygus pressure was high. The crop came
in on time this year, but was delayed by a rain event
in mid-September.
Rich Pollard, Bejo Seeds, Inc.
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Seed for many of the cover crop options including
brassicas, clover, peas, grasses, etc. is grown in
the western United States, primarily in the Pacific
Northwest. In recent years, a few thousand acres
of production has been dedicated to cover crop
seed. As interest in cover crops build, we see the
production of this seed continuing to rise. Many
growers have turned to cover crop seed as an
alternative to growing low-priced commodities. With
increased production, we have seen market prices
soften while remaining lucrative to growers and seed
suppliers. Seed producers have also discovered that
growing seed crops can provide the same soil
benefits as planting traditional cover crops, which
adds value to cover crop seed production.
Kent Whittig & Kevin Osborne, Allied Seed

page 2

Pacific Seed Association Newsletter

With very low inventory in most turf grass species,
the pressure has been on the processors and labs
to get the crop cleaned, tested, and ready to ship.
Movement has been good since harvest, and
continues as distributors are calling for seed.

Acres for 2018 appear to be about the same as this
year’s crop. Conditions vary across the region. In
the Willamette Valley, Columbia Basin, and Central
Oregon, crops look good; Eastern Oregon and the
dryland in Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho
have had some problems with poor establishment of
new seedings and limited regrowth on older fields.
Bill Merrigan, Blue Mountain Seeds
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pea crop report
Acres of garden peas for seed and dry peas were both
down this year. Oversupply from 2016, coupled with a
contracting processor industry, translated to reduced
production volumes. However, the 2017 pea crop
was one of the best in recent history for quality,
exhibiting strong seed germination and electro
conductivity measurements.

A good portion of this can be attributed to the
environmental conditions that prevailed through
much of the growing season. Washington pea
growers got off to a delayed start after cool and wet
conditions in spring postponed planting by 10-21
days. However, a strong high pressure ridge soon
lodged itself over the Pacific Northwest and
Intermountain West this summer, providing ample
sunshine, extremely warm temperatures, and very

Modernizing the Columbia River Treaty
little precipitation. These conditions drove large
vine growth, causing sloughing of tall late maturing
varieties grown in Washington and the Treasure
Valley. Early season varieties whose plantings were
delayed by wet field conditions bloomed under
warmer than normal conditions, causing lost yield
potential as plants shut down under heat stress.
Despite this complication, yields were average
to above average. Lack of rainfall during the
majority of the harvest season allowed growers
and seed companies to sidestep shrinking and
swelling cycles to seed coats, which is critical to
maintaining integrity of the seed’s protective layer.
Pricing remains fairly stable for US processor and
fresh pea markets, with slight growth year over year,
though canner processing volumes are down slightly
as mentioned previously and freezer processing
volumes have somewhat stabilized. Export volumes to
Asia are starting to increase and garden pea exports
to Europe are strong due to consecutive years of
adverse weather in European seed production areas.
2017 should have been a correction to 2016’s excess
inventory, though it will be some time before milled
volumes are finalized.
This report was assembled from six companies’ comments,
spanning ID, MT, and WA production sites.
Aaron Phillips, Del Monte

sweet corn, onions, & popcorn crop report
Sweet corn and popcorn were planted late due to rain.
We had an initial fear that crops might be harvested
late, which causes delivery issues for Florida and
international customers. However, we are back on
schedule. We are 35% harvested; the yields and seed
quality are average. Fusarium and common smut have
been noted, but neither at problematic levels. Some
varieties (particularly new experimentals) did not
yield as hoped, but that’s typical. Overall, an average
crop with average to good seed quality. Genetic purity
tests for non-GMO countries look good.
The onion crop was in good shape. Yields hit base
levels and germinations and vigor tests indicate a
solid saleable crop with good shelf life potential.
Short-day had strong yield and excellent quality.
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Our crop concerns continue to be international
(but domestic concerns are increasing) with primary
battles on GMO contamination freedom for corn
and acceptable (legal) seed treatments in various
countries for all crops. The seed treatment issue will
ultimately be resolved by the chemical manufacturers.
Bob Trent, President, Crookham Company
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For nearly 60 years, the Columbia River Treaty (CRT)
has governed operations of dams and hydropower
facilities along the Columbia River Basin. Formally
ratified in 1964, the CRT’s 60-year original term
expires in 2024. The CRT has two primary purposes:
flood control and hydropower.
Flood Control
Flood control is provided through coordinated efforts
along multiple dams within the Basin. These “Treaty
Dams” provide guaranteed flood control space to
protect development along the Columbia River.
In 2024, guaranteed flood control operations
terminate and shift to “called upon” flood control
operations. According to the CRT, the US may “call
upon” Canada for flood control assistance “only to
control potential floods in the USA that could not be
adequately controlled by all the related storage facilities in the USA existing at the [end] of 60 years.”
It is unclear what “called upon” flood control means
for the operation of the reservoirs and other waterways throughout the Basin. Unfortunately, the CRT
does not provide any guidance on the matter. The US
has taken the position that “called upon” storage only
affects the operations the Treaty Dams (i.e. the specific dams authorized for “systemwide flood control”
operations). Canada, however, asserts that “called
upon” flood control requires the use of “all the smaller
US reservoirs on the Columbia, Snake and other
tributaries” and that “such operations would likely
impact multiple water uses on these smaller
reservoirs.” Does this mean Columbia River Basin
flood control operations must now consider other
reservoirs which are only authorized for “local flood
control?” Unfortunately, there is no clear answer.
Hydropower / Canadian Entitlement
In addition, the coordinated efforts have resulted in
the development of hydropower projects along the
Columbia River. The CRT provides for the payment
of power provided to Canada each year based on
the benefits of coordinated operations – referred to
as the “Canadian Entitlement.” Over time, the CRT’s
formulation of this Entitlement has proven to greatly
exceeds the actual benefits of coordinated operations
– resulting in a significant overpayment of power to
Canada each year (estimated by many as exceeding
$200 million of overpayment each year).
Regional Recommendation & Ecosystem Function
2024 is the end of the original term of the CRT. That
is the first year that the hydropower provisions of the
CRT may be terminated (flood control operations will
continue for the useful life of the Treaty Dams). Any
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termination requires 10-year notice. In other words,
a Notice of Termination issued in 2014, would have
resulted in the CRT being terminated in 2024.
As such, the US began reviewing the CRT and
considering its future as early as 2012. In late 2013,
the US released a Regional Recommendation, to
identify the position on the future of the treaty.
In addition, the Regional Recommendation included
“Ecosystem Function” as a CRT issue. It is unclear
what is meant by “Ecosystem Function” – there are
many opinions from a broad range of interests.
Modernizing the CRT
Most people involved believe that the CRT needs
to be modernized for current conditions and needs.
The Canadian Entitlement should be balanced based
on modern conditions. Post-2024 flood control
operations need to be addressed. Renegotiating
the CRT will be complex and time-consuming.
With the change in administration in DC, the US CRT
negotiation team is not fully in place – though, a new
chief negotiator should be announced in the coming
months. With the new CRT negotiation team, a sense
of urgency is needed to address these issues and
develop a solution for the Canadian Entitlement
and future flood control operations.
Paul Arrington, Idaho Water Users Association
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alfalfa production report
The 2017 alfalfa seed production in the U.S. increased
over the 2016 crop in all producing states.
The California alfalfa seed production acres went
up roughly 25% from 39,000 acres in 2015 to 50,000
acres in 2016. Estimates are another 10-15% was
added in 2017. Total pounds produced went from
20 million in 2015 to 27 million pounds in 2016. With
conditioning of the 2017 crop still ongoing, best
estimates put the crop at close to 30 million pounds.

Montana and Wyoming also increased 10-15% in
acres from roughly 12,500 in 2016 to around 15,000
in 2017. production increased about 20% from
6 million in 2016 to approximately 8 million in 2017.

The California alfalfa seed crop is almost exclusively
non-dormant, of which a large majority is exported.
Certified acres make up approximately 75% of all
production acres. The public variety Cuf-101 makes
up about 20% of all certified seed produced.
The Pacific Northwest produces the majority of the
dormant alfalfa seed produced in the U.S.
Washington state acres were up roughly 15% to
17,000 acres from 14,600 in 2016, and total pounds
produced were up from 11.5 million in 2016 to
approximately 15 million in 2017, which was an
increase of over 30%.

Even with US production increasing in 2017, the big
elephant in the room is Canada. Canada produced
approximately 50 million pounds in 2017 from roughly
25 million in 2016. The majority of the Canadian
increase came from a very large increase in
production from the Alberta area.
Chuck Deatherage, Seed Sales International

Idaho acres increased by about 10% to 16,400
acres in 2017 from 15,200 in 2016. Total production
increased about 20% from 10 million pounds in 2016
to approximately 12 million pounds in 2017.

Directors

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President

Robert Todd
Visjon Biologics, LLC
1st Vice President

Sam Cable
Pure Seed

2nd Vice President

Martin Luttrell
Summit Seed Coatings
Secretary/Treasurer

Carolyn Lockwood
Corvallis Feed & Seed
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Dean Browning
Seeds Inc.
Nicole Hostert
California Crop Improvement Assoc.
Marc Cool
Dupont Pioneer
Darin Justus
Justus Bag Company
Grant Baglietto
Baglietto Seeds
Past President

Mike Ingham
Rainier Seeds, Inc.
Executive Director

Roger Batt
Batt Associates
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CONTACT US
Pacific Seed Association
Roger Batt, Executive Director
55 SW 5th Avenue, Suite 100
Meridian, ID 83642
PH: 208.888.0988
FX: 208.888.4586
roger@amgidaho.com

